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It's not enough to be in favour of freedom of expression

The political future, as offered by some opposition groups to the Islamic Republic, is obvious
from their slogans and their behavior.

At a time when various Iranian diaspora groups are preparing and promoting their respective
future vision of Iran, it is crucial to take note of any such manifesto.

One of the most obvious tools of repression in the Islamic Republic is the so called "guidance
patrol” or "morality police". Contrary to defending morality, it is a police force in charge of
people's dress code, limiting freedom, and imposing ideological obedience.

This mechanism is not unique to the Iranian regime. History has many examples.

Far from being unique to the Iranian regime, recent history provides many examples :

 In Nazi Germany, mechanisms were installed to control people's behavior and
appearance, with emphasis on persecution of Jews, homosexuals, and all those
considered "deviants.”

 In Saudi Arabia, the "Committee for the Prohibition of Deviancy" had extensive powers to
monitor, arrest, and humiliate individuals for years.

e The Taliban in Afghanistan, through the Ministry of "Prohibition of Deviancy" also excluded
women from the public sphere and placed society under a harsh and repressive
surveillance.

* In the Soviet Union and several Eastern Bloc regimes, any independent thought or culture
that was considered "Western' could lead to imprisonment, exile, or death.

Such systems rely on two fundamental principles to limit personal freedom: control of the
citizens thought and control of their appearance.

In such a system, cultural, linguistic, intellectual, or clothing diversity is considered a threat.
The goal is to make an individual conform to the desired pattern of power. Individuality in
these types of power systems is meaningless, and the government seeks to dominate all
aspects of people's lives.

Violence is the main tool to enforce this form of ideology. The role of the morality police goes
far beyond behavioral advice and includes also intimidation, beatings, arrests, and in some
cases death.

In Iran, the murder of Mahsa Amini painfully showed how far this system can go. This violence
is not accidental or exceptional, but structural and forms the core of an authoritarian regime.
In totalitarian regimes, emblems, images, slogans and other forms of loyalty are imposed not
as free expression but as a test of obedience. Exactly the same principles are observed
when any other group imposes ideological constraints on others.
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When today a businessman, a family, or an ordinary citizen is forced to hang a flag or a
picture of a certain political figure in his shop or home, we are no longer faced with freedom
of expression but with an ideological doctrine.

Such coercion falls within the same logic of fascist regimes: to see who obeys, who resists,
and who should be punished or even killed.

Freedom of expression and thought include the right to say no, to remain silent, to be
neutral, and to reject or refuse to accept an action or thought contrary to human rights and
decency. Forcing a person to display a symbol, flag, or image, or to use a specific language, is
a direct violation of human dignity, individual freedom, and freedom of expression.

Crucially, the consequences of such behavior, when pursued by groups seeking power over a
nation, must be taken extremely seriously. If allowed to go unchecked, this could lead to long
prison sentences for the type of clothing they wear, detention centers where torture and
intimidation are in regular use, constant fear imposed on families, and even political and
social executions.

Every morality police, every symbolic compulsion, and every law called “moral” or “patriotic”
in practice produces one thing: fear, self-censorship, compliant consciences. Systematic
intimidation and humiliation, in real or virtual world, is one of the most effective tools of
repression and silencing of citizens.

We must, therefore, remain vigilant because some groups opposing the Islamic Regime are
demonstrating such behavior today, openly showing the kind of society they have in mind for
the future of Iran.

The Damavand Association condemns this kind of behavior, regardless of the ideology
behind it:
e |Imposition a specific type of clothing and arbitrary definition of morality
e Enforced display of symbols and flags
e Using arrest, torture, imprisonment, execution or character assassination of a person on
social networks as a political or moral tool

The slogan "Women, Life, Freedom" is far more than just a phrase. It signifies a robust stand
against any form of imposed control on thought, life, or personal appearance of a nation.

Woman, Life, Freedom
Damavand Association, Paris — May 16, 2026
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